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'"",,;- Asking ~ vehicle to?O two ttlingsat,once - such ..~"

';~ ," as braking and turning, or accelerating and
'~.(ftI!%~:rturning - can reduce your control. When taki~g a

"'1'l~ turn, fo~ ex~mpl.e, sl~wly ap~ly the bra~es while A
~;"' Jhe vehicle IS stili going straight. When It'S at the.'

-".- right speed to take the turn, let up on the brakes
, and smoothly turn the wheel. After you're through j

-- the turn, slowly depress the accelerator to gain f.

your speed.
Don't let your 4-wheel or all-wheel ,/

drive yehicle give you a false sense of ~
security. ,,7j

4WD and AWD systems only provide extra -
traction when accelerating. they don't provide any
advantage when braking. In fact, many 4x4
vehicles are heavier than other vehicles and may
actually take longer to stop.your speed. ..,""" ""r" ,
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15% of young drivers age 16-24 are [

in a traffic crash each year, while only 5% of 55 to 64 year-olds are involved in a roadway crash each year

according to the Insurance Institute of Michigan (11M).

Make sure your young drivers appreciate the challenges of winter driving.

www.oortbernmutual.biz



When you don't need much heat,
try using short, hot fires. You'll get the
heat you need without creosote.

Woodburning stoves need to be a
minimum of 36 inches from any
combustible material, unless the
stove manufacturer's specifications
allow a closer distance because of
the stove's construction. Make sure
the stove is not sitting on an
unprotected combustible floor. Any
protective pad used under the stove
(brick, asbestos pad, tile) should
extend out at least 18 inches from the
stove.

W oodburners have become the
largest source of heating related

fires in U.S. homes today, according to
the Insurance Information Association
of Michigan.

Some of the major causes of
wood burning related fires are:

Excessive creosote buildup in the
chimney. Creosote is the black, tarlike
substance that is a result of
incomplete combustion. Creosote
ignites easily, and if it has been
allowed to have built-up in the
chimney, a chimney fire can result. The
best way to avoid a creosote problem
is to burn well-seasoned wood, and to
burn the fire hot - don't let it smolder.

Maintain Your Chimney. Have your chimney cleaned and
inspected before each heating season.
Install Your Stove Properly. Hire a professional to install
your stove, or to inspect your current installation.

Did you know that an eighth-inch crack in a pipe can
cause up to 250 gallons of water leakage in one day,

wrecking floors, furniture... and your day.

The largest freezing claims we pay each winter seem to occur when
the homeowner is away from their home for a period of time. ,-

A few precautions can help prevent you from experiencing a large freezing loss.


